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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION, 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an International application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Laybourn (2004/0009760). 

Laybourn discloses a method and corresponding computing device and 
computer-readable medium comprising issuing virtual scratch cards in a wireless 
network, retrieving a virtual scratch card from a token database, sending said message 
to a consumer device in the wireless network issuing said virtual scratch card to a 
consumer, and marking said virtual scratch card as issued in said token database (p.1, 
>9 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); message is sent via a short message 
service (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig,6-all); message is sent via a 
wireless application protocol (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); 
consumer device is a wireless phone (p.1 , 19 to p.2. 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); 
consumer device is a computing device (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6- 
all); message is sent via e-mail (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3. 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); 
fowarding said message to a second consumer device (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4. 
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60; and fig.6-all); redeeming a virtual scratch card In a wireless network, the 
authenticating a redemption request from a consumer device, validating a virtual scratch 
card included in said redemption request, crediting an account associated with said 
consumer device upon validation of said virtual scratch card, and marking said virtual 
scratch card as a used token in a token database (p.1 , 19 to p.2. 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; 
and fig.6-all); redemption is sent via a short message service (p. 1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 
to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); redemption request Is sent via a wireless application protocol 
(p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); redemption message is sent via e- 
mail (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); consumer device is a wireless 
telephone (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); consumer device is a 
computing device (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); consumer device 
is a landline telephone (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); a second 
consumer device sending a message comprising said virtual scratch card to said 
consumer device (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); authenticating a 
change request from a consumer device, validating a first virtual scratch card Included 
in said change request, retrieving a plurality of virtual scratch cards equivalent to a 
value of said first virtual scratch card, marking said first virtual scratch card as invalid, 
and sending said plurality of virtual scratch cards to said consumer device (p.1 , 19 to 
p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); change request is sent via a short message 
service (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and flg.6-all); change request is sent via a 
wireless application protocol (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); change 
request is sent via e-mail (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); consumer 
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device is a cellular telephone (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all); 
consumer device is a computing device (p.1, 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6- 
all); and a second consumer device sending a message comprising said virtual scratch 
card to said consumer device (p.1 , 19 to p.2, 33; p.3, 37 to p.4, 60; and fig.6-all). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M Hamilton whose telephone, number is (703) 
306-5715. The examiner can nomially be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (8:30-4:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vincent Millin can be reached on (703) 308-1065. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding Is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infomiation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business^ Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Conclusion 




LMH 



